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What and Where Is It?
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www.in.gov/isdh/files/comm_dis_rule(1).pdf



Purpose of the Rule
• Identify and monitor diseases posing a 

particular public health threat to community

– severity

–ease of transmission

– control challenges

• Control transmission of these diseases

• Define who has authority and responsibility to 
monitor and respond
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Contents of the Rule
• Definitions

• Reporting requirements

• Reportable diseases

–List for physicians and hospital 
administrators

–List for laboratories

• Investigation procedures

• General control methods
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Reporting Requirements
• Types of information

–Demographic 

–Clinical

–Definitive test results

–Disease-specific data

• Reporting timeframes

• Confidentiality 

Rule will be revised next year
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Reportable Diseases
• List for physicians and hospitals

• List for laboratories

• See handout card
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Investigation Procedures
• Provider reports case to local health department (LHD)

• LHD uses ISDH case investigation form to investigate case

– obtain demographic and clinical information from 
provider

– obtain demographic and exposure history from case

• LHD reviews information for risk factors, links

• LHD can provide disease information and control 
methods

• LHD sends completed form to ISDH within timeframe

The LHD has the legal authority and responsibility to 
investigate reportable diseases in the jurisdiction
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General Control 
Methods

• Section 51

• Disease-specific

–Outlined for each reportable disease

–May include isolation, contact tracing, 
exclusion, treatment, prophylaxis, 
vaccination
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Role of ISDH
• Support LHDs

– Field epidemiologists

–Disease epidemiologists

• Investigate vaccine-preventable diseases

• Analyze and report data to drive 
prevention and control
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What Health Officers 
Can Do

• Know the rule

• Inform community providers about 
importance and requirements

• Ensure investigations are completed 
promptly and accurately

• Promptly report cases to appropriate 
jurisdiction 

10



Remember……
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Reporting is the key to 

disease surveillance and 

investigation to minimize 

the effects of 

communicable diseases!



Questions?
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Pam Pontones

Indiana State Department of Health 

317.233.7861

ppontones@isdh.in.gov


